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About EUROSFAT
EUROSFAT is the annual forum for debates on European affairs topics, 
taking place in Romania since 2013 and gathering over 700 participants 
every year. It represents the perfect framework to initiate a reflection 
process on the most relevant European topics. The event aims to reunite 
high officials, European Commissioners, members of the European and 
Romanian Parliament, well-known politicians, experts, researchers, 
business representantives, academics, journalists, and interested citizens 
from Romania and abroad. Our objective is to create a high-level debate 
on key aspects of the European agenda. EUROSFAT benefits from the high 
patronage of the European institutions and has solid partnerships  with 
important institutions from Romania and Europe, private companies and 
civil society representantives.
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Testimonials

Angela Cristea, Head of European Commission Representation in 
Romania: “I wish to congratulate the organizers for starting the forum with 
a plenary session in which we see all the important political leaders from 
all the relevant political parties for the current period and for Romania’s 
future in the EU.”

GEYC Romania: “This year 
we supported again Eurosfat 

2018 as official partners. #Eurosfat2018 is the biggest annual event in 
#Romania regarding #European policies and their impact on Romania.”

Victor Negrescu, Minister Delegate for European Affairs: “We are often 
being asked what we need to do in order to promote Romania in the EU. 
We need to have the initiative and Europuls has that for many years and 
succeeds into putting forward our image in Europe.”

Dan Barna, President of Save Romania Union: “Thank you Europuls 
for assuming this think tank role that makes a differences in organising 
European debates.” 

Suzana Carp, Head of the Brussels office of climate policy, Sandbag: 
“I declare myself extremely satisfied with the quality of this Forum and 
I can say that it is above the level of common Brussels conferences. 
I enjoyed the inclusive and constructive style and I wish to thank you 
again for the invitation and for all your kindness.”
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Eurosfat Forum 2018

The 6th edition of the biggest annual forum on 
European affairs in Romania took place on 8 
June 2018, at JW Marriott Hotel in Bucharest. 
The Eurosfat 2018 Forum was organized by 
Europuls - Centre of European Expertise, under 
the high patronage of the European Parliament, 
European Commission, Bulgarian and Austrian 
Presidencies of the EU Council.

 The 2018 Eurosfat edition welcomed over 350 participants, regrouped 66 speakers among whom a European 
commissioner, ambassadors, presidential counsellors, civil servants from the European institutions, 
representatives of international organizations, activists, journalists etc and consisted into 9 major themes: 
future of Europe, combatting disinformation, the Common Agricultural Policy and the new generation of 
young farmers, cybersecurity, Euro zone, Brexit, value-based healthcare, democracy and rule of law, the 
future of the energy system in the digital era, towards a European social Union. The event ended with a 
cultural event dedicated to a video-exhibition with the Black Sea region, with the director of the series being 
present at the debate. 

Eurosfat 2018 took up a different format compared to previous years. On June 6 a Citizens’ Dialogue with 
Tibor Navracsics, European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport took place. On this occasion, 
we learnt about the European Commission’s vision of the future of the European Union and the potential of 
education in tackling the current challenges on the European continent, the chances of creating a European 
Education Union, and the Commission’s educational plans by 2025. The Citizens’ Dialogue was organized in 
partnership with the Representation of the European Commission in Romania. 

 The Eurosfat forum took place on June 8, and it  began with a plenary session entitled “Romania’s Vision on 
the Future of Europe” which gathered at the same table leaders and representatives of the 7 main political 
parties and political groups of Romania. The main Romanian political leaders participated in a debate with the 
representatives of civil society, having thus the possibility to publicly state their opinion on Romania’s place 
in the future European project. During this session, the 7 representatives presented their parties’ positions on 
future of Europe, with the purpose to identify the future priorities of Romania as member state of a stronger 
Europe and the future domains in which Romania could play a strategic role at the European level. The plenary 
session was organized in partnership with the Representation of the European Commission in Romania. 
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This year we had the priviledge to welcome Todor Churov, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Bulgaria in Romania, Isabel 
Rauscher, Ambassador Republic of Austria in Romania, Princess 
Lia, wife of Prince Paul, Lord Martin Callanan, Minister of State at 
the Department for Exiting the European Union, Urmas Paet, member 
of the European Parliament, Victor Negrescu, Minister Delegate for 
European Affairs, Government of Romania, Julian Popov, Goodwill 
Ambassador for energy and climate policy, Bulgarian Presidency 
of the EU Council, Fellow, European Climate Foundation, Mihail 
Dumitru, Deputy Director-General, Directorate General for Agriculture 
and Rural Development, European Commission, Anca Păduraru, 
Spokeswoman, European Commission, European Commission, and 
the list continues with many important names from the national 
and European political environment, as well as from current civil 
society.

The European Union currently faces diverse 
challenges such as the migration crisis, the rise 
of populist movements and of disinformation 
campaigns, the Brexit and the list goes on. At the 
same time, 2019 will make a change in the political 
landscape of the EU, as the European Parliament 
elections and of a new President of the European 
Commission will mean new priorities on the 
European agenda. 2019 is also a very important 
year for Romania, as the country will hold the 
rotating Presidency of the Council of the EU for the 
first time since its accession to the EU.

Consequently, the 6th edition of the Eurosfat 
forum proposed a broad discussion, future-
oriented: future of Romania, of the European 
Union, of Romania in the European Union. If 2017 
was a review moment, in 2019 we envisaged 
concrete solutions for the next years or even 
decades for Romania’s role in the core of the EU. 
Europuls brought to the public attention a debate 
about Romania’s contribution to refounding the 
EU and the steps needed towards and after the 
Sibiu Summit in May 2019.
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Eurosfat in numbers
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Citizens’ Dialogue with 
Tibor Navracsics

TIBOR NAVRACSICS: 
“It is important to be active European citizens, to respect our differences 

and to use diversity as a source of energy for building a more colored European Union.”

Following the success of 2017 Citizens’ Dialogue with Andrus Ansip, Europuls was one of the main organizers 
of the 2018 Citizens’ Dialogue with Tibor Navracsics, alongside the European Commission Representation in 
Romania.

On 6 June 2018, Tibor NAVRACSICS, European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport discussed 
with 120 citizens (students, civil society representatives, academia, professional branches) about the future of 
education in Europe, European funding opportunities (Erasmus+), opportunities for young people and cultural 
heritage.

The audience engaged into a vivacious dialogue, addressing questions from a large variety of topics covering 
the Commissioner’s portofolio. The main issues raised were the status of education system in Romania and the 
way European Union can support improvements in the education sector, the success and future of the Erasmus+ 
program, diversity along Europe and the European Year for Cultural Heritage.

Asked to participate in a vote on an online tool, the participants considered that the main field in which technology 
will have the greatest impact in Europe is education, followed by healthcare and employment and job creation. 
Furthermore, they believed that the challenges that European youth population currently faces are inequity and 
lack of opportunities for young people on the labour market.
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PLENARY SESSION: 
Romania’s Vision on 
the Future of Europe

“It is important how you start the 
Presidency of the EU Council, 
but it is even more important 
how you end it.” 
TODOR CHUROV, 
AMBASSADOR OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 
TO ROMANIA

One year after the launch of the White Paper on the Future of Europe and one year away from the 2019 
European Parliament elections, Europuls invited the main Romanian policy makers to debate alongside the 
Romanian civil society, providing them the opportunity to express their vision of the role Romania should play 
in the future of Europe.

Thus, on 8 June 2018, at the Eurosfat Forum, 7 political parties gathered at the same discussion table, debating 
the role Romania should play in shaping the future of the European Union. It was an important moment on the 
Romanian political scene, for the last time since all Romanian parliamentary parties gathered to publicly discuss 
Romania’s role in the EU was in 1995 when, through the Snagov statement, all party leaders had given their 
consent on the national strategy for the preparation of Romania’s accession to the European Union.

The debate began with a speech delivered by His Excellency Todor 
Churov, Ambassador of the Republic of Bulgaria to Romania, in which 
he presented the lessons learned following Bulgaria’s mandate at the 
Presidency of the EU Council, for the first time since its accession. 
The Ambassador explained the model chosen by Bulgaria for the 
presidency, stressed the importance of training the staff involved 
in the exercise, spoke about the impact that media had, which was 
initially skeptical but eventually turned positive, and lastly, reminded 
the main responsibilities of the Presidency. The most important 
lessons learned during the six months were: a balanced program, 
both ambitious in order to have an impact, and realistic in order to 
deliver concrete objectives; the choice of priorities in line with current 
issues and with the interests of European citizens; the preparation 
for unforeseen situations; ensuring the continuity of the rotating 
Presidency, and working closely with the European Commission.
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“I would like to invite you to take a detour to Snagov on your road to 
Sibiu 2019. There is a unique moment in Romania’s European path, a 
moment of consensual leadership, and it was marked by the Snagov 
statement, where all political parties stated that they would support 
Romania’s accession to the EU. I don’t think there has been any 
major change in the political parties’ vision, and I don’t think there 
is a political leader in Romania who seriously considers that there 
is a better alternative for Romania’s role in the world, other than the 
one of an active, credible and accountable member of the EU. Since 
we are approaching the electoral period, do not take the European 
Union hostage into the electoral campaigns and internal political 
debates! Dear governors, do not accuse Europe of the inadequacies 
or errors made in the domestic politics. Dear representatives of 
the opposition, do not call Europe to solve Romania’s problems or 
create the expectation that Europe will provide the opposition!” 
Angela Cristea, Head of the European Commission Representation 
in Romania

Angela Cristea, Head of the European Commission 
Representation in Romania, was also present at the 
opening session and she spoke about the Road to 
Sibiu, referring to the invitation made by the President 
of the European Commission to the Romanian officials 
to hold a Summit in Sibiu during the Presidency of 
the EU Council. Angela Cristea explained the desire 
of the European officials for Sibiu, that of the high 
level representatives of the member states to restore 
their statement of faith and trust towards the EU. The 
Head of the European Commission’s Representation 
recalled that the rotating Presidency is a maturity 
test consisting in 2 trials: a consensual leadership 
and loyal cooperation between the institutions. Thus, 
Angela Cristea launched an appeal to the political 
parties representatives present at the debate to rerun 
the Snagov exercise where the declaration was signed 
and where the political parties supported Romania’s EU 
accession. Finally, she asked the representatives that, 
given the preparations for the European Parliament 
elections, they should not take the “European Union 
hostage into the electoral campaign and internal 
political debates”.

On this background, the debate began, with the 
representatives of the political parties being invited to 
present to the civil society the way they see Romania’s 
contribution in shaping the future of the EU.
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Teodor Meleșcanu, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
ALDE Romania representative, believes that foreign 
policy must be a national and consensual policy and 
not an individual party one. He underlined that one 
of the most important priorities of the Romanian 
Presidency and of the EU in general should be to 
ensure European citizens security.

Ludovic Orban, president of the PNL party, commented 
on the statements of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
raising the issue of the relocation of the Embassy 
of Romania in Israel. He argued that Romania has a 
European vocation and must be part of the group of 
developed countries that respect the fundamental 
values. He presented the directions in which the 
EU should be more active, taking into account the 
current challenges: strengthening the transatlantic 
partnership, permanently defending democracy, 
deepening integration in areas where real consensus 
exists, increase the communication with citizens and 
the economic development. Regarding the role of 
Romania in the EU, Ludovic Orban urged for internal 
peace, defining real and consensual goals, sending over 
influential representatives, opportunities capitalization, 
especially with regards to the European funds.

Dacian Cioloș, founding president of the RO+, 
stressed the difficulty with which Romania is defining 
its vision, despite the fact that 10 years have passed 
since its accession. The EU has been constantly 
portrayed ambiguously, “as either the source of all evil, 
or as the only savior”. He mentioned that “if we want 
to be strong in the EU, we have to be strong internally. 
To know what we want in the EU, we need to know 
what we want internally,” and insisted on the need 
for Romania to show, through its behavior, whether 
the accession to the EU definitively and irrevocably 
means the accession to the European principles. 
Dacian Cioloş has raised the issue of European funds 
fraud, competitive salaries and increased pensions, 
but as a result of sustainable economic growth, not 
by external loans. He believes that being strong in the 
EU means getting closer to the core that is being built 
at European level and joining the eurozone. Romania 
needs to prove that it can offer the EU stability and 
development in the Eastern part.

Dan Barna, USR President, recalls the Romanians’ 
belief in 2007 that Romania will have a promising 
future in the EU. In order to establish Romania’s role 
in the EU, an analysis of opportunities and realities 
is needed. The new European budget reflects an 
adapted Europe, and Romania has a great chance 
that, in the new European policy, to be the East 
European player that ensures the Neighborhood 
Policy. He believes that “the temptation to give up 
democracy is sweet for the current government, with 
a catastrophic effect for Romania”.



13

Ioana Petrescu, Pro Romania Party representative, believes that 
Romania needs to increase Romania’s level of cooperation at 
European level in all areas and that it needs more integration. A 
multi-speed Europe is not beneficial, but rather a “more together” 
scenario. She emphasized education as a way for Romania to 
become stronger at European level, with the need for the Romanian 
education system to provide practical training, freedom of thought, 
knowledge integration and training for the labor market. Ioana 
Petrescu also mentioned the connection to digital development and 
the understanding of the rights and responsibilities of European 
Romanian citizens in a more integrated Europe. Eventually, she 
launched an appeal to the parties’ cooperation to reform the 
education system.

Iuliu Winkler, Member of the European Parliament 
and UDMR representative, reiterated the European 
foundations of his party and detailed the party’s 
view on the EU: a European Union of minorities, 
communities and regions, with the European 
Parliament as a sovereign institution for the 
preservation of democracy. He presented the 
advantages of this vision, including the Copenhagen 
dilemma (political criteria imposed on acceding 
states) solved through a Europe united in diversity. 
Romania contributes to the EU with almost 4 million 
citizens, and Romania’s objective should be, in the 
context of the future enlargement of the EU towards 
the Western Balkans, one of stability.

Victor Negrescu, Minister-Delegate for European 
Affairs and PSD representative, underlined the 
importance of Romania’s initiative and courage 
to become more involved at European level and to 
participate constructively in defining the European 
future. He thanked the parties for seriously treating 
the rotating Presidency exercise, giving as example 
the support -  in the Parliament -  of the presidency 
priorities list, presented by the government. Victor 
Negrescu congratulated the Bulgarian Presidency on 
the example given and the positive image created for 
the Eastern Europe region. For a strong Romania in a 
strong European Union, all member states are needed 
and they need to respect each other, to preserve 
national identities and to respect its citizens.
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How do we want the future Europe to look like, with 
elements of federalism or a union of states? addressed 
by Lazăr Comănescu, Ambassador and Counselor, 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Romania. The 
political spectrum of responses was quite wide, Pro 
Romania desiring more integration, USR considering 
that the federalist perspective is the one that can offer 
prosperity and stability. RO+ believes that the EU can 
work coherently with more integration, but realities 
need to be taken into account, meaning policies that 
operate according to the intergovernmental principle 
continue to exist, this view being shared by both PNL 
and ALDE. On the other hand, Victor Negrescu spoke of 
the mechanisms through which we need to do quality 
things, not necessarily together, and Iuliu Winkler does 
not believe that the Treaties will be open for change, but 
that the Parliament needs to have a legislative power.

Access to European funds is an important stake for 
Romania. However, we absorb little money, many are 
wasted, and bureaucracy is overwhelming. Can we hope 
for a pact between all political parties to bring welfare 
by accessing European funds?  - question addressed 
through the Slido platform. All representatives 
considered that the pact is not the solution, PNL and 
USR mentioning that they are a government-managed 
tool. However, other solutions were proposed: Iuliu 
Winkler spoke of a good governance pact, Dacian 
Cioloș believes that a consensus is needed in the 
direction that Romania should take, and Ioana Petrescu 
proposed that the opposition provides expertise to 
the government. Teodor Meleșcanu stressed that a 
consensus is important, but the big problem is the lack 
of labor force, and that regardless of political steps, 
the demographic problem persists. Victor Negrescu 
believes that a consensus is needed, but a group of 
experts in national institutions is even more needed.

Among the questions addressed by the audience, 
the most interesting ones were:
What does your party plan on doing to convince 
Romanians to vote in the European Parliament 
elections? Victor Negrescu believes that citizens 
need to be involved in EU consultations from now 
already in order to understand the impact of the 
Union in their lives. Iuliu Winkler believes that we 
need dialogue directly with voters and some forms 
of connection with civil society, a vision shared by 
Teodor Meleșcanu. Ioana Petrescu launched the 
proposal that all elections should take place at the 
same time as the European Parliament elections, 
in order to combat the low turnout and for cost 
reduction purposes. Dan Barna discussed the USR 
decision on the procedure to nominate candidates 
for the European Parliament lists, by organizing a 
referendum among the party members, in order 
to involve citizens in this process. Dacian Cioloş 
insists on attracting young people by explaining the 
functionality of the European Parliament, a good 
representation of Romania through competent 
people, by presenting themes that could be solved 
at European level. Ludovic Orban believes that 
Romanian citizens will have the opportunity to 
get to know the EU better due to the context of 
the rotating presidency, but it would require fair 
information from all parties.

Thus, more than 300 participants heard the views of the 
aforementioned parties about where Romania should 
position itself in the EU, how the future structure of the 
EU should look, the areas in which Romania could be a 
visionary player at European level. Despite the different 
elements they insisted on in their speeches, we could 
extract a declarative consensus of the speakers: all 
parties firmly support the European project and want a 
stronger role for Romania within the EU.
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The Future of Agriculture after 2020: 
how do we raise the new generation 

of young farmers?

Andrä Rupprechter, Principal Advisor of Federal Chancellor Sebastian Kurz on Austria’s 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union, General Secretariat of the Council of the EU:

“Family farms, not agricultural holdings, must be supported by the future CAP.”

The 6th edition of the Eurosfat Forum aimed to provoke a future-oriented debate: the future of Romania, of the 
EU, of Romania in the EU. One of the most important and topical fields in which future priorities are discussed 
is the agriculture. The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) was the first measure adopted by the European Union 
and remains, even today, one of the most solid and successful EU policy. Currently, the new budget for CAP and 
its distribution in the new Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) are being negotiated, and the distribution 
mechanisms of agricultural funds represent a big interest for Romania, since our country has always been one 
of the main beneficiaries of the CAP.

“Current education, climate change and sustainability challenges require a shift towards food 
production in balance with modern society and modern requirements.”

Expert in Dutch Agriculture, Wageningen University and Research Centre, Netherlands

WORKSHOPS
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ALEXANDRA TODERIȚĂ, ROMANIAN CENTER FOR EUROPEAN POLICIES
“Romania finds itself in the position to either retransform agriculture into our 
trump card or, if we will be unable to take advantage of what stands so clear in 
front of us, the agriculture will become like Achilles tendon. I hope we will find 
the maturity to bypass the unjustified negative perceptions and to encourage 
young people towards a career in agriculture, a career which can start easily, 
through a specialized education in agricultural high-schools.”

Mihail Dumitru, Deputy Director-General, Directorate 
General for Agriculture and Rural Development, 
European Commission, exclusively presented the 
European Commission proposal for CAP as part of 
the negotiation process of the MFF 2021-2027. He 
recalled the difficult financial context after Brexit, 
as well as the increasing budgetary needs in several 
fields. These reflections led to a decrease of 5% of 
the CAP budget in the new MFF. Romania will feel 
the effects of this reduction particularly in the funds 
allocated through the PAC second pillar, in the rural 
development area. Financial contributions from the 
State budget will need to compensate for the above-
mentioned cuts.

Aiming to balance the responsibilities between 
Brussels and the member states, Mihail Dumitru 
stated that the European Commission will no longer 
control the individual recipients, this responsibility 
being transferred towards the member states. 
Furthermore, the new CAP will seek for more modern 
and simpler procedures, as well as for a higher 
impact on protecting the climate and environment. 

Isabel Rauscher, Ambassador of Republic of Austria 
in Romania and  Emar Gemmeke, Counsellor for 
Agriculture, Food and Nature, Netherlands Embassy 
in Romania were also present at the debate, agreeing 
with several of the Commission’s proposals and 
stating that the two member states will oppose a 
potential increase of national financial contribution 
for the EU budget.
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On the other hand, Alexandru Potor, State Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania 
was more pessimistic with regards to the budget cuts of the new CAP. He considers the reduction to be drastic, 
especially with regards to the rural development area. Moreover, the Romanian government does not wish a 
mandatory capping of direct payments, but rather opts for a regressive payments option. Alexandru Potor 
further stated that the Ministry for Agriculture and Rural Development aims in the near future to attract young 
generations in the agricultural sector and to obtain a real convergence of direct payments in agriculture.   

The issues with the generational changeover and the agricultural educational connectivity to modern agriculture 
and market were treated in the second part of the workshop. Crenguța Bărbosu, senior program manager, 
Agriculture and Economic Development department, World Vision, stated that this period is the most conducive 
for young people interested in choosing a career in the agricultural sector. World Vision promotes the generational 
changeover in agriculture through the campaign ”Being a farmer is cooler than you think”. This campaign was 
also promoted by Alexandra Toderiță, Programme Director, Romanian Center for European Policies, Europuls 
partner for this workshop. She specified that the public needs to change its perception about agriculture, and 
that the young people who wish to follow this career must responsibly assume it and follow educational paths 
that can prepare them for this career. Petra Berkhout, Expert in Dutch Agriculture, Wageningen University and 
Research Centre, Netherlands, illustrated in this sense best practices of Dutch agriculture and novel methods to 
attract young people in this field.

Consequently, even if the CAP budget in the new MFF will diminish, the Romanian agriculture still has the chance 
to consolidate through a conscious shift towards an educated generation, able to properly use the financial 
instruments at hand. Besides the financial necessity, the Romanian agriculture also needs a paradigm shift in 
the common Romanian mindset, a shift that would attract more people towards a career in such an important 
domain for our country. 
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Upholding democracy 
and the rule of law in 
Central and Eastern Europe: 
how can the EU help?
„Europe has a structural problem: 
the lack of common values. 
You cannot solve this issue 
without discussing about it.”
Laura Ștefan, Coordinator,
Anti-corruption Activities,
Expert Forum Romania

The rule of law issue has become more and more problematic for the European Union in the past few years. 
Countries such as Hungary, Poland and even Romania questioned the mechanisms of rule of law protection 
inside the European Union. Following the Commission proposal to introduce the rule of law principle in the 
future MFF as part of the European funds mechanism, Europuls raises the question on how the European Union 
can help protecting democracy and rule of law in Central and Eastern Europe. The workshop focused on the 
issues of rule of law and judiciary system in Romania, Poland and Hungary and on the answer that the EU could 
provide in order to support rule of law and democratic values. 

Mikolaj Czenik, sociologist and political scientist, board member of the Stefan Batory Foundation, Poland, 
explained that the main objective of the ruling party in Poland was to reform the judiciary system. This attempt of 
reform led to the open conflict with the European Commission who eventually decided to launch the procedures 
for the activation of Article 7 of the Lisbon Treaty (TEU) for sanctions against Poland. According to the Polish 
sociologist, the pressure put by the European Commission on the Polish government has no effect, the PiS 
government having already captured the judiciary system. Mikolaj Czenik mentioned that the interest of common 
Polish people in judiciary reforms has been rather limited and it was an effect of the Warsaw-Brussels conflict on 
this matter. Nevertheless, public opinion in Poland still favours the European Union position, especially educated 
population from urban areas, but the interest to counter the PiS reforms is rather low. 

Laura Ștefan, coordinator, anti-corruption activities, Expert Forum Romania, spoke about the last changes in the 
Romanian judiciary system and their effect on rule of law principle in our country. The first remark of Laura Ștefan 
was that the EU member states faced several issues when implementing rule of law. Romania faces a high level of 
corruption that was thwarted by founding strong anti-corruption institutions capable to hold numerous politicians 
responsible. She is skeptical about the role of the EU in the conflict between the judiciary system and the politicians 
because EU has a structural problem: the lack of common values. This problem needs to be discussed because it 
will not fade away. On the other hand, Laura Ștefan believes that civil society can play a role in protecting rule of law 
but not through daily protest, rather through effective advocacy strategies and public pressure.

WORKSHOPS
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„The European Treaties need an independent justice system capable 
of putting them in place, otherwise the European law cannot apply 
properly.” 
Dr Malte Hauschild, Director, European affairs - Rule of law deparment, 
Ministry of Economic affairs and Energy, Federal Government of 
Germany

The issue of common values was also discussed 
by Dr. Malte Hauschild, Director, European affairs 
- Rule of law department, Ministry of Economic 
affairs and energy, Federal Government of Germany 
who recalled the fact that this values are enlisted 
in article 2 TEU. Moreover, he stated that Germany 
repeatedly requested the European Commission 
to create protecting rule of law mechanisms in the 
EU. One of these instruments is the conditionality of 
funds distribution by respect of rule of law. Dr. Malte 
Hauschild also spoke about an independent judiciary 
system that could defend the implementation of EU 
treaties. The article 2 TEU has also been mentioned by 
Hartmut Rank, Director of the Rule of Law Programme 
South-East Europe, Konrad Adenauer Foundation. He 
specified that EU has instruments to protect rule of 
law but they are considered to be weak.

The issue of the European judiciary system was 
further tackled by professor Zsolt Szabo, National 
University of Public Service, Hungary, who recalled 
that the actor not involved in the rule of law debate 
is the European Court of Justice, considering that 
an intervention from this institution is necessary. 
Professor Szabo further referred to most recent 
evolutions of the Hungarian society and discussed 
about the position of Orban government that sees 
EU simply as an organism in which member states 
cooperates, without wishing to develop a federal 
approach. 
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E-nergy 2.0

Anne Katherina Weidenbach, 
Director, Directorate General 
for Energy, European Commission: 
“EU seeks to become world leader in 
the renewable energy production”.

At the “E-nergy 2.0” workshop, the first Eurosfat debate organized in a agora format, the topic addressed was in 
fact a trio of subjects that naturally blended into a discussion about e-mobility, green energy and digitization, 
along with sub-themes such as energy efficiency and security, systematization of the energy systems and the 
prosumers, topics that have become increasingly difficult to discuss separately.

Anne Katherina Weidenbach, Director, Directorate-General for Energy, European Commission, carried out a 
review of the Commission’s main energy priorities, detailed through a series of directives such as the Energy 
Efficiency Directive and the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. She presented the steps taken by DG 
Energy to achieve an efficient transition from clean energy and efficiency to digital energy. She added that the 
“Clean Energy for All Europeans” Package will remain the top priority for the next years at EU level. 

Julian Popov, Goodwill Ambassador for Climate and Energy for the Bulgarian Presidency of the EU Council 
underlined  that “most people think about natural gas when they talk about energy.” In this context, Julian Popov 
argued that the main problem faced by the European Union is in fact the energy security, highlighting the need for 
a more frequent discussion on the issues of security of supply and security of applications, in order to identify 
new solutions. He also expressed his appreciation for the economic development at EU level that is taking place 
in tandem with efficiency processes. Last but not least, he underlined the important role that South-Eastern 
Europe has in achieving the Paris objectives.

Julian Popov, Goodwill Ambassador for Climate and Energy for 
the Bulgarian Presidency of the EU Council: 

“South Eastern Europe will contribute to Paris goals, 
without it there is no chance for the goals to be reached.”

WORKSHOPS
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“The 21st century is not only a century of intelligent data and 
instant transfers, smart gadgets, but also the century of the Paris 
Agreement, the century of profound and global de-carbonization, 
which should lead us towards zero in terms of carbon emissions by 
the second half of the century.”
Suzana Carp, Head of the Brussels Office on Climate Policy, Sandbag

Suzana Carp, Head of the Brussels Office on 
Climate Policy, Sandbag, said that “the 21st century 
is not only a century of intelligent data and instant 
transfers, smart gadgets, but also the century of the 
Paris Agreement, the century of profound and global 
de-carbonization, which should lead us towards zero 
in terms of carbon emissions by the second half of 
the century. As far as the Energy Union is concerned, 
Suzana Carp argued that “this has the potential to 
trigger an economic transformation at the society 
level, compatible with the green and clean energy 
technologies of the 21st century, claiming that the 
energy sources of the past centuries such as coal 
don’t have a place in such a mix”. At the same time, 
Suzana Carp explained that Romania has a diverse 
and rich energy mix and that it could reach a modern 
energy mix faster than other countries, thus ensuring 
a competitive advantage in the world economy after 
the Paris Agreement, becoming a regional example. 
As far as the green energy policies in Romania are 
concerned, she added that: “By 2020, Romania will 
pay over 400 million euros for coal burning and 
pollution”.

Andrei Covatariu, Digital Manager, Enel Romania, 
argued that the innovative approaches undertaken 
lately are not limited to the environment, climate 
change and clean energy. On the contrary, these 
measures have the role of reducing energy costs, an 
objective that can be achieved through digitization, 
namely by using smart meters, which will have a 
significant impact on cost reduction.

Andrei Covatariu, 
Digital Manager, Enel Romania:

“It’s not only about environment, it’s about 
lowering costs and this can be reached 

through digitalization. By using smart 
meters we will reduce the costs.”
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Shifting to value for patients
The Belgian system shifted from 
“sickness funds” to “health funds”, 
where the focus is 
foremost on prevention.
Jozef Goebels, President, 
The Open Network for 
Community Development

The workshop on “Shifting to value for patients” had as its main theme the concept of value-based healthcare 
in the Romanian public health system. This new concept refers to the implementation of a new model of 
healthcare, where patient outcomes matter the most.

The association Mothers for Mothers highlighted that monitoring and better prevention during pregnancy, 
coupled with a demedicalisation of birth, can lead to a better birth experience for both mother and child and, 
implicitly, to added-value for mothers as patients. At the same time, the representative of the association pointed 
out that, alongside decision-makers, civil society has an important role in changing health systems, systems in 
which the well-being of patients is the norm, thus inviting non-governmental organisations to get involved more 
in promoting this new model of healthcare.

The National Alliance for Rare Diseases added that prevention, early access to diagnosis and a personalised 
and holistic care are all core elements of value-based healthcare. Additionally, the exchange of best practices 
within the European Union is a key element when it comes to promoting a health system based on specific 
outcomes for patients.

The Federation of Diabetic Associations in Romania considers that the health system should be aware of any 
fluctuations in the consumption of medical products and services, and the healthcare providers should be able 
to anticipate and prepare in advance what products to offer and how.

Given his broad experience in public health 
policies, Vlad Mixich, President, Romanian Health 
Observatory, explained the concept of value-based 
healthcare as currently understood. “How, “what”, 
“when”, “with what” we measure, “who” measures, are 
some questions the entire health system as well as 
patient associations and public health experts should 
answer in order to advance the implementation of 
the new healthcare model. However, maybe an even 
more relevant question is that of who is willing to 
let themselves measured within the public health 
system, so that we can understand better what 
efforts are necessary for the implementation.

WORKSHOPS
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Jozef Goebels, President, The Open Network for Community 
Development, compared the health systems in Romania and 
Belgium, highlighting the key elements of the Belgian one: 
accessibility, affordability and good coverage. Nonetheless, he 
mentioned that Romanian patients must understand that they need 
to have a greater financial contribution, as healthcare comes with 
a certain cost, as one can see in the Belgian insurance system. 
Given his experience in Romania, Jozef Goebels wondered if 
Romanians are willing to pay for this added-value?

Anca Păduraru-Niculescu, Spokeswoman, European 
Commission, stressed out the need for more and better 
prevention in Romania. With a life expectancy of 5 years lower 
that the European average and only 5% financial allocation for 
health, we need to promote a healthier lifestyle and a higher 
funding for the public health. While presenting the Swedish 
healthcare model, Anca Păduraru-Niculescu mentioned that 
bigger, more strategic investments in the medical services 
determine a better functioning, therefore bringing about patient 
satisfaction. To this end, there are also E.U. tools to help 
member states finance certain aspects of healthcare.

Collaboration at European level is necessary, so that Romanian 
patients can benefit from access to treatment, cross-border care 
and access to European expertise.
Dorica Dan, President, National Alliance for Rare Diseases, Romania

Cristina Corcău, Vice-President, Caravana cu Medici, also stressed 
out that patients might not agree to being measured in order for the 
health system to understand how to better implement this new model. 
Equally important, hospital managers are somehow reluctant when it 
comes to the changes that come with the value-based healthcare. 
On the other side, Cristina Corcău asked the audience to reflect on 
how we can increase trust in doctors and the health system itself, as 
this is a crucial element of the new model. Trust in the health system, 
doctors, representatives etc. is necessary in every health system, all 
speakers having agreed on this need.

Mirela Iordan, Country Manager, Pfizer Romania, stressed out the 
primordial role of the patient and patient associations within the 
entire health system, putting forward the idea of a common European 
strategy for patients. Moreover, how we measure outcomes is 
decisive for the added-value to patients. A disease in remission under 
treatment and, implicitly, the therapeutic efficacy of a treatment are 
key elements of the new model of value-based healthcare. For the 
pharmaceutical industry, the added-value for patient consists mainly 
in a correct and updated evaluation of outcomes and treatments.
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The Social Dimension of Europe: 
Romania’s options 
in a social European Union

“We should be proud of the social security systems in Europe. However, one must consider 
that it has been designed long time ago and now it needs to be adapted to the digital era.”, 
Petru Dandea, Vice-President of the Cartel ALFA National Trade Union Confederation
This workshop focused on the vision, implications and obstacles of a better integrated Europe from a social 
point of view, following the political consensus reached by the Member States on the European Pillar of Social 
Rights. The European Commission has put a considerable emphasis on the value of the European pillar and the 
need for the social policies to be a priority for all Member States.

Nathalie Darnaut, Head of Unit within the Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, 
European Commission, underlined the functioning mechanism of the European Social Rights Pillar through the 
20 fundamental rights and principles designed to promote a more efficient labor market and social systems at 
the European level, grouped around key areas such as i) equal opportunities and access to the labor market; 
ii) conditions of fair work and iii) social protection and social inclusion. These principles are mainly directed 
towards the EU Member States, but they are not directly applicable, thus remaining an indicative instrument. 
Implementation of the pillar is done through the European Semester, where these social indicators will be used 
by the European Commission to issue country-specific recommendations. She added that promoting healthy 
social policies remains the responsibility of the Member States. However, the European Commission offers a 
very important role to the social partners.

“Work automation: it implied less human input, 
leading to fears that human interaction 

will be reduced to minimum”, 
Mihai Sebe, Expert of the European Institute of Romania.

WORKSHOPS
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Petru Dandea, Vice-President of the Cartel ALFA National Trade Union Confederation, outlined the current 
state of social policies in Romania, warning about the fact that EU social policy indicators do not  present a very 
positive situation in Romania. He insisted on the unfavorable political environment to improve social policies, 
particularly the social dialogue: the strength of the trade union organizations has been considerably weakened 
by the 2010 reforms, which no longer allows them to effectively protect employees before negotiating contracts 
with employers. One of the main measures that has contributed to this is the introduction in the law of a criterion 
obliging employers’ and trade union organizations to exceed 50% + 1 of the total number of sectoral employees 
to negotiate a collective labor contract applicable to the entire sector. This cannot be achieved by any trade 
union federation at the moment.

In Petru Dandea’s view, the European method of governance - the European Semester - should include indicators 
that have conditionalities attached, and Member States that don’t comply with the Commission’s recommendations 
can be sanctioned. The solution could be not through EU funds related sanction, but through suspension of the
right to vote in the EU Council.

Ben Egan, Councilor, European Trade Union Confederation, presented a reflection on the process through which 
the pillar was developed in the last two years and stressed that Romania is not the only country facing similar 
problems related to social dialogue. However, it is worrying that although Europe has emerged from the financial 
crisis, the poverty rate continues to rise and there are significant disparities at European level. He stressed 
that trade unions would have to implement, in dialogue with the government, the principles of European social 
policies, taking into account national priorities. However, the great difficulty lies in the EU Council as Member 
States are hostile to implementing social reforms proposed by the EU. He also said that countries that have good 
practices in the social dialogue, they also presents the best living standards.

Mihai Sebe, Expert, European Institute of Romania, brought up to the discussion another aspect, namely the 
impact of the digital revolution on labor market, with a focus on education and skills. He stressed on the fact that 
automation threatens 62% of workplaces in Romania, which is one of the EU countries with the most vulnerable 
workforce relative to the automation process, according to the Commission Europe. In addition, social policies 
have to adapt to market requirements, for example by offering the opportunity to work in a flexible way or 
guarantee a standard minimum income to counteract the negative effects of digitization.
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Brexit Panel 
“The future of the 
UK - EU economic partnership: 
how can we reach an agreement 
that delivers for all?”

“We hope that the arrangements for Brexit will not disturb the current situation. The presence 
of the United Kingdom in the EU contributed to a functional single market.” Lazăr Comănescu, 

Ambassador and Councillor, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Romania

The 2018 Eurosfat Annual Forum brought forward one of the most delicate topics of the current European 
affairs debates - that of Brexit and the UK withdrawal from the European Union. The panel saw Victor Negrescu 
(Romanian Minister Delegate for European Affairs), Lord Martin Callanan (Minister of State for the Department of 
Exiting the EU), Charles Crocker (CEO British Romanian Chamber of Commerce), Lazăr Comănescu (Councillor, 
Romanian Chamber of Commerce and Industry) and Paul Balogh (CEO Learn Forward Limited) come together 
with around 60 representatives of the civil society to discuss the current state of play of Brexit negotiations.

The discussion focused on the close existing partnership between the UK and Romania (automotive sector, 
defence, investment and higher education), and the interest of reaching the best agreement following Brexit, 
which on Britain’s side would include trade, security, law enforcement and criminal justice cooperation. Minister 
Negrescu, presenting the position of Romania, emphasised that whilst keen on reaching a good agreement, all 
scenarios must be considered and EU unity must be maintained. He continued by underlining that any decision 
would require consensus among Member States and that citizens’ rights in the UK must be ensured to the 
highest extent possible post-Brexit. 
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Charles Crocker, CEO British Romanian Chamber of 
Commerce: “‘EU is important for the United Kingdom with 
regards to the Single Market. The continuity of the United 

Kingdom on the European market is essential for the 
competitivity and productivity on the internal market and 

its evolution.”’

Paul Balogh, EdTech Entrepreneur, CEO - Learn Forward 
Limited UK: “I am confident that business and people will 

find a way even if governments can’t”. 

Lord Martin Callanan, Minister of State at the Department 
for Exiting the European Union: “Hundreds of thousands 
of Romanian citizens have chosen to make the UK their 
home, and our message to them is simple. We want you 

to stay. But after Brexit, we will design a new immigration 
system in the UK, regain control of our immigration policy 

and put in place a new, fairer system.”

Lord Martin Callanan, Minister of State at the Department for Exiting 
the European Union: “We are leaving the EU, but we are not leaving 
Europe. We will continue to cooperate closely with friends and 
allies across the continent. No matter what is happening in our 
negotiations with the European Commission, we are committed to 
ensuring our strong relationships with EU member states.”

Among the other key issues highlighted throughout the debate were the need for clarity, predictability and a 
non-disruptive agreement that will ensure the future competitiveness and productivity of the internal market. 
For business leaders and entrepreneurs, the potential post-Brexit Britain environment is concerning in terms of 
investment levels, access to qualified employees, accessible markets and international trade. 

The questions raised by participants touched about the possibility of a ‘Hard Brexit’ and a no-deal scenario, 
as well the EU unity strength in the upcoming negotiation period. The debate’s general tone was optimistic, 
concluding that should governments fail to deliver, businesses and citizens would find a way forward.
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Romania’s accession 
to the Eurozone : 
from necessity to reality
“The Eurozone has architectural 
and operational deficiencies, and 
the Banking Union, considered as a 
stabilizing element of the financial 
infrastructure, is incomplete.” 
Dr. Laurian Lungu, Co-Founder, 
Consilium Policy Advisor Group

Within this workshop, the participants discussed about Romania’s potential for accession to the Economic and 
Monetary Union (EMU), the economic impact and the level of readiness of the Romanian state for the adoption 
of the common currency.

Anca Dana Dragu, former Minister of Finance, presented some of 
the main short-, medium- and long-term challenges and risks to the 
Economic and Monetary Union, such as: protectionist trade policies, 
digitization, robotization and artificial intelligence, China’s trade 
dominance, migration and Brexit. However, the greatest risk comes 
from populist policies. Romania’s accession to the Eurozone would 
contribute to economic consolidation, compliance with the nominal 
and real convergence criteria as well as stricter governance rules. 
At the same time, the start of the accession process is a political 
decision and it involves a pre-accession country program for the 
euro. Among the EU Member States that are not part of the EMU, 
only Bulgaria has started the accession process, which is why it will 
most likely be the next state to adopt the single currency.

Dr. Laurian Lungu, co-founder of Consilium Policy Advisor Group, argued 
that the Eurozone has architectural and operational deficiencies, and 
the Banking Union, considered as a stabilizing element of the financial 
infrastructure, is incomplete. For these reasons, he argued that the 
European Union is not yet ready to accept new states that would adopt 
the euro. Moreover, he argued that under the current circumstances, 
even if Romania fulfilled the conditions of accession and would have a 
competitive economy, it would be better to adopt a “wait and see” position, 
noting that Romania’s economy is not yet ready to enter into Eurozone 
due to several factors: the persistence and volatility of inflation, low GDP/
capita, excessive discretionary fiscal policy and low financial depth.
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“Although, according to Eurobarometer surveys, the confidence 
of Romanians and Bulgarians in the European Union is among the 
highest, compared to other states, Romania is delaying the process 
of joining the EMU.” Istvan Jakab, Economic Adviser, European 
Semester Office, European Commission Representation in Romania

PhD Andrei Rădulescu, Macroeconomic Analysis Director, Transilvania Bank, discussed key topics such as: the 
real economic convergence in the Eurozone, the maturity of the post-crisis economic cycle and the steps that 
Romania must undertake to become eligible for accession to the Eurozone, in the spirit of economic convergence.

Daniel Vâlcu, Director of the Department of  Policies and Macroeconomic Analysis, Ministry of Public Finances, 
argued that after Romania’s accession to the EU, Romania made significant progress on macroeconomic and 
budgetary stability, but these must continue with the implementation of structural reforms. He also noted that 
Romania faces challenges in fulfilling the nominal convergence criteria and that although EU membership helps, 
this status must be accompanied by internal balances.

Istvan Jakab, Economic Adviser, European Semester Office, European Commission Representation in Romania, 
said that, according to Eurobarometer surveys, the confidence of Romanians and Bulgarians in the European 
Union is among the highest, compared to other countries; however, Romania is delaying the process of joining 
the EMU. At present, out of the four economic convergence criteria, Romania still fulfils one criterion. He also 
stressed that if Romania intends to be part of the tough EU core, it should adhere to the Economic and Monetary 
Union. In this sense, the efficient implementation of structural reforms will bring Romania closer to the Eurozone.

One of the conclusions of this workshop was that the current circumstances, both in Romania and in the EU, 
determine us to treat with skepticism the feasibility of Romania joining the EMU in the next 5 years. However, if 
Romania wants to be part of the hard EU core, then membership of the EMU becomes mandatory.

 “After joining the EU, Romania 
has made significant progress on 

macroeconomic and budgetary 
stability, but this must continue 

with the implementation of 
structural reforms.” Daniel Vâlcu, 

Director, Department of Policies 
and Macroeconomic Analysis, 

Ministry of Public Finances
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Combatting disinformation 
and propaganda: 
regional challenges 
and lessons learned

“We have to make the distinction between disinformation and manipulation, the latter means 
forming an opinion!” Valeriu Paşa, Project Manager “Watchdog.md” community NGO
Eurosfat 2018 was also the place for an interesting discussion on the fight against disinformation and propaganda, 
organised together with GlobalFocus Center. With this occasion, our partners launched a comprehensive study 
of the regional vulnerabilities to Russian propaganda.

Bogdan Deleanu, Director of Europuls, 
launched the discussion with the 
presentation of the Europuls project in 
Moldova: “Everything you wanted to know 
about fake news but were afraid to ask”, 
through which 30 Moldovan journalists 
were able to learn modern techniques to 
fight against fake news from specialists 
from Ukraine, Finland, the Czech Republic 
and Lithuania. This project has been given 
as a clear and effective example of how 
to create human resources in key places, 
that can prevent, from the beginning, 
disinformation from spreading.
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“The Republic of Moldova is the most vulnerable country to 
disinformation, especially because of its economic and energy 
dependence, but also through institutional vulnerabilities related 
to political corruption.” Mihai Popşoi, political analyst, Republic of 
Moldova

Rufin Zamfir, Programs Director, GlobalFocus 
Center, presented the new report on the 
vulnerabilities of Eastern EU and outside of 
the EU countries facing Russian propaganda. 
He stressed an important breakthrough of the 
report, namely that EU member states are no 
less vulnerable than their Eastern partners to 
the disinformation produced by the Kremlin 
- although Romania is the country with the 
lowest level of penetration.

Valeriu Paşa, Project Manager, “Watchdog.
md” community NGO, pointed out that 
manipulation is the most important 
component of disinformation and that in 
Romania it is promoted a lot by ro.Sputnik.
md, by trolls, but especially by “useful idiots”, 
who spread the Russian manipulation without 
even realising it.

Paata Gaprindashvili, Director of Georgia’s 
Reform Associates (GRASS), presented 
the situation in Georgia, where internal 
propaganda is as threatening as the foreign 
one. He condemned the rise of extremist and 
radical movements that gained popularity with 
the help of the Russian propaganda machine, 
which seeks more to divide Georgian society 
than to directly promote Russia’s interests.

The general conclusion of the session was 
that educating the citizens who use the 
news, identifying and combating the primary 
propaganda vectors, but also investing in a 
free press are all very necessary components 
in the fight against disinformation.
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The new era in warfare 
and defence: 
are we ready for 
the cyber age? 

“There are no more wars without a 
cyber-attack element […] 

The European Union’s response 
has to be international.” 

Urmas Paet, 
Member of the European Parliament

At this year’s edition of the Eurosfat Forum, debate no. 9 focused on “The new era in warfare and defence: are we ready 
for the cyber age?”. Considering the fact that in the future modern defence capabilities will require more creativity in 
order to be able to prevent cyber attacks on key systems, our distinguished speakers tackled many topical issues, 
such as: the European Defence Union; the EU’s legislative proposals on cybersecurity and how they are supposed to 
be implemented in Romania; cyber-attacks based on fraud with bank cards; the role of artificial intelligence in the 
American Offset Strategy 3.0; the current geopolitical situation and how Romania is affected by the 3 biggest global 
powers: USA, Russia, and China. Therefore, the new era in warfare is not only focused on cyber-attacks, but it seems to 
contain new challenges for the conventional means of attack and defence.

Angelika Niebler, Member of the European Parliament, had a video intervention through which she described the 
current state of play of the EU’s legislative proposals in the field of cybersecurity, primarily the Cybersecurity Act; 
which will be voted upon by the European Parliament in the Strasbourg plenary in September. This represented a very 
good starting point for the main discussion of the other speakers. 

Urmas Paet, Member of the European Parliament, focused 
his intervention around the meaning of the European 
Defence Union, the steps the EU must take to improve 
its self-defence strategy, particularly in the cybersecurity 
domain, and lastly, the types of cyber-attacks that the 
European continent might be confronted with in the future. 
Urmas Paet pointed out the fact that for the first time in 
history, the biggest concern of EU citizens is security. 
Within the current geopolitical context, the EU did not take 
the emerging security issues seriously enough and should 
have done more, especially vis-à-vis cooperation. Even 
though cyber-defence is a competence of the EU member 
states, he argued that we need more awareness, more trust 
between the members states, and some more financial 
support in this area. If the EU is systematically attacked, it 
should fight back with equally strong cyber means.
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“Romania is a leader in the process of strengthening the cyber 
defence capabilities for Ukraine, and a co-driver for activities 
that are related to information attacks between 2018 – 2021.”  
Ioan-Cosmin Mihai, Associate Professor, “A.I. Cuza” Police Academy 

Viorel Manole, Executive Director, The Romanian Business Association of Military Technique Manufacturers 
(PATROMIL), explained that in order for us to be prepared for the new cyber age, we have to be aware of what this 
domain means and of what could happen if we stay passive. Therefore, in his opinion, we need to be proactive 
because cybersecurity represents a key element in the preservation of European and Romanian security. While 
the Romanian government seems to be behind with the implementation of two crucial EU legislative acts related 
to cybersecurity, we also seem to be confronted with a lack of human resources. These two elements affect 
Romania’s capabilities to implement a proper cyber defence. Viorel Manole also insisted on the importance of 
further strengthening the cooperation between the public and the private sectors.

Ioan-Cosmin Mihai, Associate Professor, “A.I. Cuza” 
Police Academy, drew the attention of the audience 
to the fact that cybersecurity should interest all of 
us because everyone stocks information on their 
personal computers, or on their smartphones. 
Subsequently, this information becomes vulnerable 
when we use these devices to connect to the internet. 
While the majority of cyber-attacks in Romania are 
limited to fraud with bank cards, we must prepare 
for a future with more sophisticated and bigger 
cyber-attacks. Ioan-Cosmin Mihai also highlighted 
Romania’s role in the domain of cybersecurity, such 
as: being a leader in the process of strengthening 
the cyber defence capabilities for Ukraine; and a co-
driver for activities that are related to information 
attacks between 2018 – 2021.

Iulia Joja, Senior Researcher and Consultant on Security, spoke about contemporary warfare and its necessary 
capabilities, underlying the fact that hybrid and information warfare will be the most important threats for 
Romania’s security in the future. Iulia Joja tackled the issues surrounding A2 / AD networks, and presented 
the current situation in the Black Sea basin. In particular, in the Crimean Peninsula, Russia created the ‘hottest’ 
A2 / AD network in the region, which had very damaging effects on the access to resources and freedom of 
movement. Furthermore, these actions and the hybrid warfare from Eastern Ukraine have placed Romania and 
the EU in the immediate vicinity of Russia. In the end, Iulia Joja reiterated the need of a change in the operational 
security environment because, in the future, information warfare will be the most challenging threat.
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Octavian Manea, Journalist specialised in Euro-Atlantic security issues, talked about the future of warfare and 
further developed some of the ideas put forward by Iulia Joja, who spoke before him. While the character of 
war is ever-changing, from Octavian Manea’s perspective, the future of war is not linked to terrorism or nuclear 
weapons, but to robotic wingmen and swarms of drones. By focusing on the Transatlantic side of the new cyber 
age, he was able to provide the audience with an overview of President Trump’s National Security Strategy (NSS), 
before explaining the new American Offset Strategy (3.0). The latter strategy is focused on the development of 
artificial intelligence, and on the creation of human-machine battle networks, that will simultaneously synchronise 
operations in all fields of play: space, air, sea, undersea, ground and cyber.

Iulian Fota, Director, National Intelligence Academy, ANIMV, stated that NATO and the EU are the results of 
certain national interests coming to life. In his opinion, the interests that count the most on the world stage 
come from the three big world powers: USA, Russia, and China. From a geopolitical standpoint, the world is 
going through a ‘dark’ period, which will have severe consequences in the future. In this aspect, Iulian Fota 
argued that the cyber element is simply a complement to a traditional attack. Lastly, he highlighted the situation 
in Romania, which from his viewpoint, does not look good because of several issues, such as: ideological 
confusion, corruption (greed), frozen modernisation efforts, lies and manipulation, dramatic polarization, and 
oligarchic tendencies. 

The conclusions of the debate were that the EU and its member states have to do more in the new cyber age 
in order for them to be able to deliver on what the EU citizens want the most – security. Even though Romania 
seems to be falling behind other countries in the field of cybersecurity, it has the capacity to catch-up and it 
must mobilise its resources in these crucial defence and security-related domains.

“In Crimea, Russia created the hottest A2 / AD in the Black Sea Region […] 
and Romania became a Maritime border [country].” 

Iulia Joja, Senior Researcher and Consultant on Security
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Black Sea diaries - 
the stories of ordinary people 

from the extended 
Black Sea region

Sabina Fati: “The Black Sea can certainly be an 
idyllic place, but I have a quite different image 

about the cities from this area. One cannot travel 
around the Black Sea region due to numerous 
obstacles. Russia creates different enclaves 
around the Black Sea (Crimea, Abkhazia) in 

order to preserve their influence in the area”
 

Through the Black Sea Diaries cultural project 
we portrayed, with the help of a 2017 foto-video 
documentary based on a trip to the extended Black 
Sea region, a more personal framework of this 
region. Our purpose was to help the audience better 
understand the human interaction in the context of 
the current internal tensions and external conflicts in 
the area. The cultural event was accompanied by an 
open debate with director Laurentiu Garofeanu, Sabina 
Fati and Angela Gramada, on how to create bridges to 
connect these people. 

The aim of this project was to bring forward the human 
factor and to find the resemblances between us, in 
order to facilitate an enhanced cooperation. The vision 
of Black Sea Diaries is to make the audience more 
aware about the human interactions and to connect 
the people from the Black Sea region through a journey 
in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Moldova, 
Romania, Turkey and Ukraine. The project wishes to 
counterbalance the single story of power and conflicts 
and to reveal the stories of common people, from their 
day-to-day activity to socio-political views. 

Whereas the region is still dominated by external 
conflicts and internal tensions, people share the same 
joys and misfortunes. They shift throughout the region 
according to their needs and passions or they settle 
down to build a home, a family, a community and a 

creative life. They are the people for which policy 
is made. They do not impose boundaries, instead 
they create small universes in order to pursue their 
happiness. They are the #PeopleOfTheBlackSea.

The conclusion that summed up the debate was that 
the people from this region do not know or interact 
with their neighbours from border countries either 
because they are not curious or due to the past or 
persistent tensions. The recommendation made was, 
in order to create connecting bridges between these 
people, the states of the Black Sea Region and its 
organized civil society should promote projects as 
the above-mentioned one, with the aim of helping 
people know eachother better.
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and Research Centre, Netherlands
• Lord Martin John Callanan, Minister of State at the Department for 

Exiting the European Union
• Suzana Carp, Head of the Brussels office of climate policy, Sandbag
• Todor Churov, Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria in 

Romania
• Dacian Cioloș, Founding President of RO+ Romania together
• Lazăr Comănescu, Ambassador and Councillor, Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry of Romania
• Cristina Corcău, Vice President, Caravana cu Medici
• Andrei Covatariu, Digital Manager, Enel Romania
• Angela Cristea, Head of the Representation of the European 

Commission in Romania 
• Charles Crocker, CEO British Romanian Chamber of Commerce
• Mikolaj Czesnik, Sociologist and Political Scientist, Board Member 

of the Stefan Batory Foundation, Poland
• Petru Dandea, Secretary-General of the Cartel Alfa National Trade 

Union Confederation
• Nathalie Darnaut, Head of Unit, Directorate-General Employment, 

Social Affairs and Inclusion, European Commission
• Anca Dana Dragu, Former Minister of Finance
• Mihail Dumitru, Deputy Director-General, Directorate General for 

Agriculture and Rural Development, European Commission
• Ben Egan, Counsellor, European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC)
• Sabina Fati, Journalist, Correspondent for Radio Free Europe and 

Revista 22
• Iulian Fota, Director, National Intelligence Academy, ANIMV
• Paata Gaprindashvili, Director, Georgia’s Reforms Associates 

(GRASS)
• Laurențiu Garofeanu, Director, Black Sea Diaries
• Emar Gemmeke, Counsellor for Agriculture, Food and Nature, 

Netherlands Embassy in Romania
• Jozef Goebels, President, The Open Network of Community 

Development, ADR-TON, Belgium
• Angela Grămadă, Associated Researcher FOND Romania
• Anca Gurzu, Energy Reporter, Politico Europe
• Dr. Malte Hauschild, Director, European affairs - Rule of law 

department, Ministry of Economic affairs and Energy, Federal 
Government of Germany

• Mirela Iordan, Country Manager, Pfizer Romania 
• Istvan Jakab, Economic Adviser, European Semester Office, 

European Commission Representation in Romania
• Iulia Joja, Senior researcher and Consultant on Security

• Dr. Laurian Lungu, Co-founder, Consilium Policy Advisor Group
• Octavian Manea, Journalist specialised in Euro-Atlantic security issues
• Viorel Manole, Executive Director, PATROMIL - The Romanian 

Business Association of Military Technique Manufacturers
• Alexandru Maximescu, Director, Public and Regulatory Affairs, OMV 

Petrom
• Teodor Meleșcanu, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Alliance of Liberals 

and Democrats - ALDE
• Ioan-Cosmin Mihai, Associate Professor, “A.I. Cuza” Police Academy
• Vlad Mixich, President, Romanian Health Observatory
• Tibor Navracsics, European Commissioner for Education, Culture, 

Youth and Sport
• Victor Negrescu, Minister Delegate for European Affairs, 

Representative of PSD - Social Democratic Party
• Angelika Niebler, Member of the European Parliament - video 

intervention
• Ludovic Orban, President of PNL - National Liberal Party
• Urmas Paet, Member of the European Parliament 
• Valeriu Pașa, Project Manager, ”Watchdog.md” Community NGO
• Anca Păduraru, Spokesperson, Directorate General for Health and 

Food Safety, European Commission
• Ioana Petrescu, Reprezentative of Pro Romania party
• Mihai Popșoi, Political Analyst, Republic of Moldova
• Julian Popov, Goodwill Ambassador for energy and climate policy, 

Bulgarian Presidency of the EU Council, Fellow, European Climate 
Foundation

• Alexandru Potor, State Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Romania

• Isabel Rauscher, Ambassador, Embassy of Republic of Austria in 
Romania

• Dr. Andrei Rădulescu, Macroeconomic Analysis Director, 
Transilvania Bank

• Andrä Rupprechter, Principal Advisor of Federal Chancellor 
Sebastian Kurz on Austria’s Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union, General Secretariat of the Council of the EU

• Dr. Mihai Sebe, Expert, European Institute of Romania
• Laura Ștefan, Coordinator, Anti-corruption Activities, Expert Forum 

Romania
• Prof. Zsolt Szabo, Professor, National University of Public Service, 

Hungary
• Alexandra Toderiță, Romanian Center for European Policies
• Daniel Vâlcu, Director of the Department of Policies and 

Macroeconomic Analysis, Ministry of Public Finances
• Anne Katherina Weidenbach, Directorate-General for Energy, 

European Commission
• Iuliu Winkler, Member of the European Parliament, Representative 

of UDMR - Democratric Alliance of Hungarians in Romania
• Rufin Zamfir, Programs Director, Globalfocus Center
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Eurosfat 2018 -  
a high-impact political forum

• Bogdan Deleanu, Europuls-Centre of European Expertise director, spoke at Adevărul Live, about this year’s edition of 
Eurosfat and about how prepared is Romania to take over the rotating Presidency of the EU Council. http://adevarul.ro/…/
bogdan-deleanu-despre-dezba…/index.html 

• Deutsche Welle - The road to Sibiu is paved with the tentation to give up democracy https://www.dw.com/ro/drumul-
spre-sibiu-e-pres%C4%83rat-cu-tenta%C8%9Bia-de-a-renun%C8%9Ba-la-democra%C8%9Bie/a-44138329

• Euractiv - Romania in the EU: politicians speak more about consensus and integration and less about values and 
objectives https://www.euractiv.ro/politic-intern/romania-in-ue-politicienii-vorbesc-de-consens-si-integrare-mai-putin-
de-valori-si-obiective-10976 

• Adevarul - “Europuls: 11 years since Romania’s accession to the EU, it is necessary to wonder how can Romania still 
guarantee the respect of the European values.” https://adevarul.ro/news/politica/europuls-11-ani-aderare-e-necesar-
intrebam-masura-mai-romania-garanteze-respectarea-valorilor-europene-1_5b44e932df52022f7510ef90/index.html 

• Euractiv - Romania is not happy about the proposal on the future EU budget for agriculture https://www.euractiv.ro/
agricultura/romania-nu-e-multumita-de-propunerea-privind-viitorul-buget-pentru-agricultura-al-ue-10977 

• Civil Society Galla - Agriculture, Romania’s trump card or Achilles’ heel? http://www.galasocietatiicivile.ro/stiri/
dezvoltare-economica-si-sociala/agricultura-asul-din-maneca-sau-calcaiul-lui-ahile-al-romaniei-17817.html 

• Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Press Release - Victor Negrescu: „In the past six months we managed to prove that the 
Romanian society treats seriously and pragmatically our EU membership and the Presidency of the Council of the EU 
project.” http://mae.gov.ro/node/46150 

• European Institute of Romania - EUROSFAT 2018: Romania’s accession to the Eurozone: from necessity to reality (http://
www.ier.ro/evenimente/eurosfat-2018-aderarea-rom%C3%A2niei-la-zona-euro-de-la-necesitate-la-realitate.html)

• Financiarul - “Through green agriculture, Romania 
fights to have the best possible spot in the new European 
agricultural model” (https://financiarul.ro/2018/06/08/prin-
agricultura-ecologica-romania-lupta-sa-aiba-un-loc-cat-mai-
bun-in-noul-model-agricol-european/)
• Europunkt - “Angela Cristea, European Commission, 
a call for the parties: Do not take the EU hostage in the 
electoral campaign and political fight!” (http://europunkt.
ro/2018/06/08/angela-cristea-comisia-europeana-apel-
catre-partide-nu-luati-ue-ostatica-in-campania-electorala-si-
in-lupta-politica/)
• Financiarul - “The Future of Europe at Eurosfat 2018” 
(https://financiarul.ro/2018/06/08/viitorul-europei-la-
eurosfat-2018/)
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Previous Editions
“It was an honour to participate at the Eurosfat Forum 

2017. The event was extremely well organized, with 
professionalism and competence. I am glad that the 
Forum benefited from such a high participation rate 

and that it offered the possiblity to debate high-
interest themes at European and national level. I wish 

you good luck in continuing this initiative.” 
Leonard Orban, Presidential Counsellor, European 

Affairs Departament

Andrus Ansip, 
Vice-President for Digital Single Market, 
European Commission

“I congratulate Europuls for organizing this event. 
I believe that, in the 8 years since you have begun 

your activity, you became an organisation with a 
relevant event in Romania on this topic and I am glad 

that you bring to us these kind of debates, which 
unfortunately are very rare in Romania.” 

Dacian Cioloş  - Founding President of 
the Romania Together party
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Partners and sponsors 
of the Eurosfat 2018 Forum

The events was possible due to the support and under the high patronage of the European Parliament, 
the European Commission, the Bulgarian and Austrian Presidency of the Council of the EU 

and to our partners and sponsors.
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About the organiser
EUROPULS – the Centre of European Expertise, the initiator and main organiser of EUROSFAT forum, is a non-
governmental organisation founded in 2010 in Brussels by a group of Romanian experts in European affairs. Its 
purpose is to promote the European integration process in Romania and to help develop a European public space. 
Europuls aims to encourage public debates on European issues through articles and studies, and by organising 
seminars, workshops and conferences. European commissioners, Romanian and foreign MEPs, political leaders, 
civil society representatives, experts and journalists are the main participants at these events. Europuls was 
founded in March 15, 2010 and is officially registered both in Romania and Belgium. It is completely independent 
of any political body.

OBJECTIVES
Advancing Romania as 
a full member of the EU
Promote the continuity of 
the European integration of 
Romania and foster its role as 
a mature Member State both in 
terms of state institutions and 
society as a whole.

A United Europe
We believe in a united Europe 
and this is why we promote the 
continuity and consolidation of 
the European Union.

Explain Europe
Decipher and explain to a 
wide audience the complexity 
of European institutions and 
policies.

Stimulating debates
We believe in the power of 
ideas and dialogue and that is 
why we encourage and promote 
debates on European topics.

OUR EXPERTISE 

ARTICLES AND 
OPINIONS

    
CONFERENCES 
AND DEBATES  

   
STUDIES AND 

REPORTS

TEAM
Andrei Constantin - Eva Chitul - Bogdan Deleanu - Ana Cristina Dobrișan - Tana Foarfă  

Claudia Gherman - Iulia Ghiță - Elena Gozun - Ramona Ianuș - Beatrice Manole 
Mihaela Popa - Alina Popescu - Diana Racoviță - Petru Saca 

Sabina Strimbovschi - Gabriel Trăistaru - Laura Vișan





For further information about EUROSFAT please visit
www.eurosfat.ro

For further information about
EUROPULS – Centre of European Expertise please visit

www.europuls.ro

 contact@europuls.ro  /europuls  @Europuls


